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Petra is one of the 21 finalist candidates in the campaign to choose the New 7 Wonders of the World. The 
winners of this unique vote will be announced on July 7, 2007 – 07.07.07 and will become part of history. 
They will be recognized as monuments that have truly global meaning—they are part of our common 
cultural heritage. We can all be proud of the 21 finalists, since each of them is a unique monument that 
belongs to its particular culture and country in a very special way. 

On the edge of the Arabian Desert, nestled away in the mountains south of the Dead Sea, Petra was the 
glittering capital of the Nabataean empire of King Aretas IV (9 B.C. to 40 A.D.). Masters of water 
technology, the Nabataeans built their city with great tunnel constructions and water chambers that 
carried drinking water into the city and reduced the chance of flash floods. A theater held an audience of 
4,000. Today, the Palace Tombs, with the 42-meter-high (137-ft-high) Hellenistic temple facade on the El-
Deir Monastery, are impressive examples of Middle Eastern culture. Petra, which means "stone" in 
Greek, has survived through the ages because almost all of its "buildings" were carved out of solid rock 
walls. It is perhaps the most spectacular ancient city remaining in the modern world. 

To the north, the remains of a 9,000-year-old city make Petra, like Jericho, one of the earliest known 
Middle Eastern settlements. First a fortress city, Petra became a rich commercial center. Control of key 
trade routes brought Petra its fortune and produced monumental temples, tombs and administrative 
buildings. After the Romans annexed Petra in 106, its position as a commercial hub slowly weakened. 
The city may have housed 20,000-30,000 people during its heyday under the Romans, but, by the end of 
the Byzantine Empire (ca. 700), the hydraulic system and once-gracious buildings were almost ruins. For 
the following centuries, Petra disappeared from most maps and became a legend. In 1812, Swiss traveler 
Johann Burckhardt snuck into the city disguised as a Muslim and shared his story with the world. 

Much of Petra’s fascination comes from its setting on the edge of Wadi Araba, part of the Great Rift 
Valley. The rugged sandstone hills form a deep canyon easily protected from all directions. The best 
access to Petra is through the Siq, a winding, often narrow valley which suddenly opens upon the most 
impressive of Petra’s monuments, al-Khazneh ("the Treasury"). Carved out of the mountain and over 40 
meters (131 ft) high, it was a royal tomb—but legend says that pirates hid their treasure there, hence “the 
Treasury.” The main god of ancient Petra was Dushara, who was worshipped in the form of a black, 
rectangular stone, along with Allat, the chief goddess of the ancient Arabs. Worshipping sites can be seen 
at various points in Petra, and there are many open places of sacrifice marked by altars. 
 

Petra is a great symbol of Engineering & Protection! 
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If you want to find out more about the exciting campaign to name the New 7 Wonders of the World, 
please go to the New7Wonders website at www.new7wonders.com. 


